
 On behalf of the Parish Council, 
I am pleased to report that our due 
diligence findings are favorable with 
respect to the Erie property that we are 
under contract to purchase from John-
son Development Company.
 The FAA has not objected to the 
placement of our dome, there is no con-
tamination of the groundwater underly-
ing the property, there is no subsidence 

issue with respect to the underground 
mines, and the soils are adequate for 
building. All of this is very good news, 
thanks be to God!
 We are attempting to resolve the 
placement of the blanket easement held 
by Anadarko Petrol on the property but 
are confident this issue will be favorably 
addressed soon.

Dear Friends,
 “We will pray for you.” Some 
people may hear such words as a reli-
gious cliché, expecting that someone 
should “do more than simply pray.”
 Clearly faith without works 
is dead: “What does it profit, my 
brethren, if a man says he has faith 
but has not works? Can his faith save 
him? If a brother or sister is ill-clad 
and in lack of daily food, and one of 
you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,’ without giving 
them the things needed for the body, 
what does it profit?” (James 2:14-16).
 Even the smallest acts of mercy 
can result in the Lord’s commenda-
tion: “Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have been faithful over a 
little, I will set you over much; enter 
into the joy of your master” (Matt. 
25:21).
 However, as in many matters of 
Orthodox theology, there is another 
side: Activism without prayer is 
fruitless. I’ve seen this proven true 
numerous times.
 One can talk to people for hours, 
addressing hurts, concerns and 
proposed solutions. One can give 
significant money to help people with 
material needs. But these activities 
alone rarely lead to real change for 
the better. Sometimes even worse 
conditions ensue.
 I’ve concluded the best we can of-
fer is our prayer first and continually.
 Prayer changes the one praying, 
and through it God can influence the 
hearts of those we pray for, better 
than any words or deeds. I think of 
St. Peter’s words to the beggar: “I 
have no silver and gold, but I give 
you what I have; in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6).
 The salvation of souls for eternal 
life is the greatest gift God and His 
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 Led by Gene and Gwen Roberts, 
on Dec. 26 we drove to many of the 
seniors’ houses and caroled for them. 
There were even a few neighbors who 
came out when they heard us singing. 
We then went back to the church for 
hot chocolate and cookies. 
 In January 
we hosted a 
retreat for the 
Rocky Moun-
tain Deanery. 
More than 30 
teens attend-
ed.
 The retreat 
was held at 
the YMCA 
in Fraser, and 
Fr. Antony 
Bahou from 
Texas gave three sessions on the sacred 
gift of life and abortion. (January is 
Sacred Gift of Life month in the Ortho-
dox Church.)
 Thank you, Kirk Tatusko, for being 
our cook for the weekend. The meals 
were amazing. Those who attended 
agreed it was a huge success, and they 
all had a great time.
 Also in January, 11 teens from our 
SOYO cleaned two classrooms at the 
Head Start in Lafayette. We had fun do-
ing it, and at the same time we exceeded 
their expectations.

 On Feb. 10 our SOYO officers put 
on the annual Formal Night. Over 56 
young people attended from the par-
ishes of St. Luke, St. James, St. Mark, St. 
Elias and St. Catherine. We gathered at 
the Runway Grill for dinner and then 
proceeded to St. Luke for a dance.

 We 
are so thank-
ful we could 
do this again. 
It is a fantastic 
and fun way 
to promote 
unity.
 Guess 
what? There’s 
more to come!
 We 
will have an 
activity in 

March. On April 25 we will hold our 
Holy Friday Vigil. In June we have the 
Parish Life Conference in Dallas, Texas. 
There also will be Camp St. Raphael in 
Tulsa, Okla., and a Pan-Orthodox camp 
near us in the Colorado mountains in 
August, run by Fr. Anthony Karbo. 
Information will be available in May.
 None of the above things could have 
happened without the many adults who 
helped. You know who you are, and we 
thank you.

—Shannon Todd

SOYO group stays busy

Land studies proceed diligently



Church offer our world, which He 
loves and died to redeem.
 When we pray, we are expressing 
our love for God. Prayer 
is our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Prayer 
is a humble act, fighting 
the pride of doing things 
without acknowledging 
our need of God.
 Prayer cleanses the 
heart, when we pray with 
repentance like the publi-
can rather than the boastful 
accusing of the pharisee.
 Prayer often gives a new 
perspective on situations, with wisdom 
and divine energy. Prayer frees us from 
needless anxiety as we trust our lives, 
the lives of others and difficult situa-
tions to God’s hands.
 Lastly prayer is a mystery. God 
works through prayer, causing things 

to happen that otherwise would not.
 As we begin another season of 
Great Lent, the Church reminds us 
of three main things: prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving. Please try 
to make prayer as much 
a priority as fasting and 
almsgiving.
 Join us in the extra 
church services of Lent, 
and give special time to 
your prayer alone with 
God. Please see me if 
you have prayer requests 
to include in our divine 
services, wish to discuss 
your spiritual life, or wish 

to make a sacramental confession.
 May God bless our Lenten journey 
with a renewal that leads to a most 
joyous and holy Pascha!

With love in Christ,
Fr. David
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Events corner
March 10: Great Lent begins. See cal-
endar for special services on Sunday, 
Wednesday & Friday evenings. 
25: Annunciation Feast.
April 21-26: Holy Week services. 
27: 5:30 a.m. Holy Pascha services.

Ministry briefs
¶ Adult Bible studies: 11:15 a.m. Sun-
day school (1 Corinthians) & 10 a.m. 
Monday women’s study (Hebrews). 
¶ Classes for inquirers into Ortho-
doxy begin March 12 at 7:30 p.m.
¶ All our priests are available for 
confession by appointment.
¶ On March 22 St. Catherine in 
Denver will host a workshop on an 
Orthodox response to pornography.  
¶ SOYO will have a guest speaker on 
abstinence April 2. 
¶ Join us for dinner, movie & discus-
sion April 5 after Vespers. We’ll 
watch “The Island,” a Russian movie 
about monasticism & repentance.
¶ On May 10 we will hold a Mother’s 
Day tea for Real Choices Pregnancy 
Care Center. We will need many 
volunteers; see Rita Rosson.
¶ Chuck Schuringa is spearheading 
local outreach projects, including 
ministry to refugees & a Habitat for 
Humanity work day. See him to help. 
¶ Fr. David will host two church 
chats, informal Q&A discussions, 
March 25 & April 30.
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 We had a productive Annual Meeting 
and approved our 2008 budget, follow-
ing the recommendation of our Bishop 
BASIL to prayerfully consider suspend-
ing our giving to missions for this year, 
given the worthy tasks ahead of us.
 Our 2008 budget includes a 10 
percent tithe to our archdiocese and a 
provision for giving some assistance to 
emergency outreach needs.
 We must remember that one of our 
important tasks, as mandated by our 
Metropolitan, is to spread the good 
news of Orthodox Christianity to our 

community. As His Eminence stated in 
“The Thoughts of Metropolitan Philip 
on Missiology”: “The truth is that 
America is searching for the New Testa-
ment Church. America is searching for 
the Church which was born on Pente-
cost Day. America is ready and waiting 
for us, but are we ready for America?”
 With the acquisition of 9 acres of 
land in Erie, we hope and pray we will 
be ready to minister to the Front Range 
in a more effective way and bring our 
brothers and sisters to the saving light 
of Christ.

—Denise W. McIntyre
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Parish records
Baptism: Meron Yohannaes on Nov. 
24.
Chrismation: Bobbe Koch on Dec. 
16. Alex, Sheree, Lavender, Oliver, 
Rosemary, Gabriel, Lillian, and Grace 
Huskey on Dec. 24.

Resurrection: The Orthodox Autoceph-
alous Church of Albania 1991-2003 by 
Lynette Hoppe, Ngjallja Pub., Tirana, 
2004. (Call number Q272.9092B20)
 This gorgeous book of photogra-
phy celebrates the resurgence of an 
Orthodox Church in Albania after 
the downfall of a failed atheistic state. 
Being the work of missionary Lynette 
Hoppe, whom our parish supported, it 
is of special interest. She died of cancer 
in 2006, leaving behind her husband, 
Nathan, and two small children. As 
a graphic artist, she documented the 
heroic story of clerics and missionar-

ies who reclaimed Orthodoxy through 
their personal sacrifice. Her book is a 
visual feast of an ancient and beautiful 
Church in an ancient and beautiful land.

 The library has received many gifts, 
most of which are now classified in the 
Dewey Decimal System. Please browse 
the shelves, or search the printed catalog 
by author, title or call number for 
specific items. We’ve added shelving, 
and once again welcome donations with 
Orthodox imprints (Orthodox authors 
or publishers).

—Ginny Tschanz

Church library offers biblio feast


